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This a transcript of a recording of Mary Pauline Kitko Panak 
made in 1973 when she was 74 by her daughter Rosalee Weischedel 

Rosalee:' What was your father-in-law's name? 

Mary: John Panak 

Rosalee: My Great-Grandfather's name? 

Mary: I don't know. [It was Jan (John) GYURICZA DURICA] 

Rosalee: Where were you born? 

Mary: Vol'a, Slovakia; Saris County [a region in northeastern Slovakia; originally named 

Saros County in the kingdom of Hungary] 

Rosalee: Where was Dad born, town and county? 

Mary: He was born in the county Trencin and the town was Radostka [in western 

Slovakia] 

Rosalee: What did your family do for a living? 

Mary: My family, they were dairy people, they took care of the dairy. My Dad. 

Rosalee: All their lives as far as you know? 

Mary: Well when they came to the United States they were miners. 

Rosalee: Now what about Dad's family, what did they do? 

Mary: His father was something like a Justice of the Peace. They had a lot of land in 

Europe and after the war [Must have been WWI] they sold it and they bought in 
another county. They bought a lot of property, a castle, and a lot of grounds with 
it. After the Second World War Russia took it over. 

Rosalee: What was the name of the Castle and grounds? 

Mary: I don't know what it was, but we helped them to buy it. We sent them $400 

dollars. 

Rosalee: Oh, then you had a partnership in it. 
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Yes. 

Then you had to sell it. When did you have to sell it? 

When we sold it, we didn't get the money because they closed the banks. 

But didn't you get some money? 

I got some from the government, $250. 

What year was that? 

Oh, gee whiz, I don't know. Around 1950. 

How much did they sell it for? 

They got the buildings, they had apartments in it. We even had an apartment. 
Government took the land. When his father died he put it in his will what he 
wanted your Dad to have. 

Yes, what did he want him to have? 

Apartment, kitchen and a couple of rooms. 

No land? 

Yes, it was part land, too. Then, his sister bought it from us. Her husband was a 
butcher, so he made a butcher shop. They put the money in the bank, so we could 
get it, then the Communists came, and they closed all the banks, so we couldn't 
get our money. So, it was in the U.S. paper that whoever lost money in 
Czechoslovakia could get it, but you had to have proof that you owned something. 
We had all the old letters. 

Where are they now you saved them, didn't you? 

I gave them to Nancy. With the proof from the lawyers and the bank on how much 
money there was in there, then the government sent us $250. 

You came to America in January? 

In January 1909 we took a train to [from] Slovakia, came to Germany, from 
Germany, we took a boat from Hamburg [ship's records state Bremen], It took us 
17 days on the ship to come over. Then we docked in Baltimore. 
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Yes, what happened between the time you left and the time you docked? 

I was sick all the time, for 17 days. 

What kind on food did you have? 

We had little pails they gave is. They stuck everything in one pail. Brother 
Andy. 

Where did you sleep? 

Oh, way down on third level. 

Did you have your own bunk? 

Yes, men and women were all together. They were all mixed up in there. 
You were 9 years old and you got sick? 

What did you eat, we didn't hardly eat anything. 

You say that Andy went down to get the food. He didn't get sick? 

No, he was 5 years old and he was always on the top on the boat. 

Then he went and got the food for you? 

Yes, he got the food for us. 

And it was sauerkraut and what else? 

Oh, I don't know, sometimes it looked like grass. It wasn't very good. 

Was it all mixed together in a bucket? 

Yes. You had a pail and they mixed everything together. 

What did you drink? Did you have water or wine? 

I don't remember. No, we didn't have wine, we were in the third level. 

No milk? 

No. 
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How much did it cost to come? 

$60 per person. 

Even for children? 

No, children were $30. 

How much money did your family bring? 

Well we didn't hardly bring anything with us. We were sent for. Our passage was 
paid for. 

Oh, who paid for your passage? 

Well, by brothers. They were here. My Dad was here, and Uncle Steve was here. 
Four of us came. 

Who were the four? 

Katie, [sister Katie], Mother, Andy and me. 

Katie had trouble didn't she getting into the country? 

Yes, they wanted to send her back. 

Why? 

Well they found out she was pregnant. 

How did they find out she was pregnant? 

They can tell, they took her in a separate room and examined her. Mother 
didn't know. 

How far along was she? 

Oh, she was about. We came here in January and he was born in July [Katie 
would have been three months along, going on four months] 

How old was she? 

About 18. [she was 16—would have been 17 in November of that year] 
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So, what did they do about sending her back? 

Well, Mother said if you are going to send her back, you have to send us all back. 
They called her in the room. Mother said " I am not going to let her go by herself. 
If you send her back, you have to send us all back. She has nobody there." So, 
they let her go through. 

Well, how did Paul like that? 

Paul. Well Paul was a young kid, he was only 16. My older brother he didn't like it. 
Who was the oldest when you came to this country? 

Mother was the oldest. Katie was older than me [Katie was 16 and would have 
been 17 in November 1909], I was 9 and Andy was 4 going on 5 [Andy was 
almost 5 'A], 

How old was your Mother? 

Oh, about 45. 

Well, what about your Father? He was here already? 

He came three years before us. I had all the brothers. Each brother sent for the 
other brother. They sent money. They were my half-brothers. When my Mother 
got married to my Dad, he had 7 children. [Records show her father came in 
1908—a year before Mom, along with Mom's brothers Steve and Paul. Not sure 
if Mom's four half-brothers and one half-sister Verona came in 1908 or when they 
came.] 

Where did they get the money to send for them? 

They were working, so they all pitched in. 

Were they working in the mines? 

Yes, they all had property here, and they made good money. They all pitched in. 
Only cost $60 for one [cost $30 for children]. 

How much money did they make? 

Oh, they didn't make very much, but they saved and sent for us. 
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You don't know how much they made an hour or a week? 

No, I think they made about a dollar a ton of coal. 

They got commission on what they brought in? 

No, on what they loaded. They used to work hard, too. 

Well, what did your Mother and everybody bring with them? 

Nothing, Mother brought some feather beds. If I remember and clothes. 

You didn't bring any dolls? No personal belongings? 

No 

Why, were you afraid? 

No, we didn't have anything to bring anyway. 

Oh, you were poor? 

Yes. 

So, you landed in Baltimore? 

Yes, we landed in Baltimore. I'll never forget, there was a girl there and she bought 
some bananas and peanuts and she give it to me. I ate the banana with the peel 
on, and the peanuts too. She looked at then she cleaned up. I told her I didn't like 
them. 

I can see why. Did you get an Ice Cream cone? 

Oh, I was in Madera already before I got an Ice Cream cone. Brother Paul bought 
me one. I don't know how long we were there before I tasted one. He bought 
me and Andy an Ice Cream cone and I dumped the Ice Cream on the ground and 
ate the cone. 

Did Andy do the same thing? 

Yes, he done the same thing. When we came from the ship, they put you in 
those buildings, like cattle cars. We stood up with the horses in a coal wagon. 
They took us to the station, and they put us on the train. The train took us to 
Madera, Pennsylvania. 
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That's where your Father was working? 

That's where my brothers were. 

Did you live with them? 

For a while, then my brother Steve and Dad got an apartment, they were working 
in the mine. Two or three rooms. It was right in my brother's building. Fie had 
another family living there. They would come and make all kinds of remarks when 
they found out about Katie. They would call my Mother all kinds of names, then 
my brother Steve said we don't have to take this. 

Were they Slovak, these people? [Believe Mom is referring to her half-brothers.] 

Yes, Oh, they called Mother terrible names. They blamed her for Katie being 
pregnant. My oldest brother, Joseph, he was real good, he stuck up for us. And, 
he was a half-brother with a big family. 

Did he live in Madera, too? 

Yes, he lived in another town and he had a house. Fie said, "You don't have to 
stand for that, so he found a house for us." 

Then how did you go to Cleveland? 

Well wait, Steve and Dad were working in the mines. Dad didn't work very much 
because he was old already. Paul start working in the mines. But Paul didn't want 
to stay in the mines. Fie went all over, to Cleveland, then came back. When Steve 
got married he said that three women where too many in one house, so I had to 
get out. I was only 13 years old. 

Where did you go? 

I went to Cleveland. 

By yourself? 

No, Paul was going over there. Fie was 6 years older than me. So, he didn't want 
to take me. Katie was there working already, he was so mad at me that I went, he 
won't even give me a glass of water when I was sick on the train. The other guy, 
John Piskura, he's dead now, said, "you're some brother, you won't even give your 
sister a drink". Paul said, "I didn't tell her to come with me. So, he went to get me 
a drink of water. 
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Had he met Katie already? 

That wasn't that John Piskura, he was a cousin of his. When we came to Cleveland, 
Katie start crying what is she going to do with me. I was too young to work. She 
knew some Jewish people there. They had stores and everything, so I had a nurse 
for the babies. That how I got a job. 

Did you live with Katie? 

No, I lived with the people. They were nice people. 

Do you know where they lived? 

No, I know the name of the last people I stayed with, it was Fleishman. He was a 
salesman, he used to go away. I did housework until I was nearly 16. 

You were married at 16. 

Well, I worked till I was married. 

Didn't you work in some kind of a bag factory.? 

Yes, only about 3 months. 

Before you were married? 

Yes, then I got Diphtheria when I was working that job. I took a streetcar over 
Katie, and when I wanted to go home a big storm came. It knocked down trees 
and everything. I was going to the streetcar to go home and Katie pulled me 
back. She said, "You're not going anywhere today. The streetcar didn't go for 3 
days, and on the 4th day we started walking. We walked from 9th street to 105th 
street. Soon as I go to 105th the streetcar started going again. So, I got sick, I 
got Diphtheria. 

Where did you get it? Who had it around there? 

Oh, that was the year that everyone was getting it. 

So, it was an epidemic? 

Yes, my throat started hurting, and we had a doctor right next door where I 
worked. It was a woman doctor. The lady took me over there and the Doctor 
said I had to go right to the hospital. They took me to City Hospital, I didn't have 
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to pay anything. I stayed there three weeks. A lot of older people were getting 
it. That man that gave me the glass of water on the train was there. 

Well, what did they do for you? 

They just gave me shots. 

How did they feed you if your throat was swollen? 

Well, it wasn't swollen shut. They feed me with a straw. They won't let Katie 
go and see me. They pulled my bed to the window, and she looked through. 

Then Katie had her baby? 

Yes, Katie had the baby right in July when we came. She went to get a job and 
when they found out she was pregnant they let her go. She came home, and 
when she came home I was staying with my brother Andy (half-brother) and I 
helped her with dishes and housework. She promised me she would get me 
clothes, but she never did. 

Who was that now? 

My sister-in-law, my brother's wife. We were going to shut the gate, so the cows 
wouldn't get out and we saw something white in the woods. His boy Andy, Jr. 
said, "Let's go see", and he got his gun. It was Katie, sleeping in the woods, 
because she was afraid to come in the house because of the half-brothers. 

She hollered at me, "Mary, it's me Katie." So, then my brother's boy and I ran home 
and told them Katarina's back. My mother went after her and brought her 
home. She took her upstairs and my brother George, he was single at that time, 
he came and said he was going to throw her out and he started swearing. Mother 
won't let him see her. She said, "You're not going to see her and you're not going 
to do nothing to her." So, then he started on my mother. After that fight then 
we moved out. 

Oh, I see, to Cleveland. 

No, we moved to another house. 

Did she have her baby alone then or in a hospital? 

You know who took her in, my oldest half-brother, Joe. She had the baby there 
by herself. When we baptized the baby, Joe was godfather for it, and his wife 
also. She was home about 6 months with the baby then she left it with us. We 
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raised Henry. 

Oh, really. 

She got a job in Cleveland. 

Oh, Joe raised Henry? 

No, mother did, I used to get whippings because of Henry. I was supposed to 
watch him. One time he ate a root, like a carrot, and he got poisoned from it. 
So, I went to the doctor and I took the root with me to show him what he ate. 
He said it was a carrot and he would eat anything. I wasn't home, it was on a 
Sunday and I went to see a girlfriend. When I came home I nearly got a whipping 
because I left him alone. I had to take care of him. So, the Doctor gave me 
medicine to throw up. 

So, now you're working in Cleveland at this bag factory? 

After brother Steve got married then I went to Cleveland. 

Ok, you went to the bag factory. How much did you get an hour? How come you 
had a hard time getting a job? 

Because I wasn't old enough to work. 

How old did you tell them you were? 

I was only 15 but I told them I was 18. We used to sew the bag for flour. I think I 
worked there about 6 months. And the Priest wrote them a letter that I had to 
work so they gave me the job. 

So, when did you meet Dad? 

Oh, I knew him in Madera. 

You knew him in Madera? How old were you when you first met him? 

About 11, I guess. 

How old was he, 21, 20? 

Well he used to come over to our house with Uncle Steve. Then he went to 
Cleveland, too. 
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He worked with Uncle Steve? 

They were friends. They worked in the mines together. 

Did you go to Cleveland first, or did he go? 

No, Steve went first. 

Then you followed him. Did you want to go? 

I had to go to get a job. I went to Cleveland because Katie lived there. That's where 
they wanted me to go. 

Well, did Katie have her eye out for Dad? 

For a while, yes. She had a lot of guys wanted to marry her, but she was afraid, 
because she had Henry. She married John because he had a daughter and she had 
a son, and he still treated her mean. 

Well, how did Dad court you, how did you get together? 

We went to shows and stuff like that. I was only 14. 

How did Katie like that? 

Well, she didn't like it. 

What happened? 

Nothing happened. They had a fight I guess. 

Did someone tell you they had a fight? 

No, when I came home from work I saw one standing in one corner and the other 
standing in the other corner. Katie was mad, and she told him I was too young for 
him. He said, "you're not going to boss me, it doesn't matter if I marry her or not, 
I'm still going to marry a 16 year old girl." 

Then you got married? 

She got married first. We got married two weeks after. Then she married John 
Piskura, and he got crippled. She worked all her life. 

When did you first start dating? 
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When I was about 14. I was afraid to go out with Steve for a while. I said if 
Katie goes I'll go. She went a few times with us, and he said he didn't want to 
take Katie, I want to take you. I was afraid, but after the first date I trusted him. 

He didn't get fresh? 

No. 

What day did you get married? 

Labor Day the 6th of Sept. 

How many days did your wedding last? 

Just one. They used to have a three-day celebration. If they were married on 
Saturday, they celebrated through Sunday. We walked to the church, because 
we lived right across from the Church. 

Did you have a reception? 

Yes, in Cleveland. We had a three-piece band. Mostly your Dad paid for 
everything. My Mother and Dad didn't have any money. Every dollar I made I 
had to give to them. 

Where did you live after you were married? 

With my Dad and Mother for a while, they were living in Cleveland. My Mother 
was working in Cleveland. My Dad couldn't work anyplace because he was old. 

I only got a $1.25 per day when I was working, and Dad got about $2.50. We had 
to work 10 hours a day. 

How did Dad's father like this arrangement? 

Dad's father wasn't here. They had a girl picked out for him in Europe. They 
wanted him to come back. Later, his brother married her. 

What did his Dad have to say about your marriage? 

He was mad, he won't even write to him. Dad said," when it comes to wives. I'll 
pick my own." His Dad wrote him a nasty letter, but we never got it. Aunt Surovy 
got the letter, in Madera, but she ripped it up. She said it was better that neither 
of you see it. So, we never knew what was in the letter. Dad was so mad. 
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Did you go on a honeymoon after you were married? 

No, we went to work. We lived with Mother and Dad. When Katie got married, 
they were going to live with Mother, but we ended up living with them for about 
a year. Somebody had to stay with them. Andy was older and moved out. Paul 
moved to New Orleans, so we had to take care of them. 

How old was Grandfather when he died? 

79. Frank was about a year and a half. About 49 years ago. 

Joe was your first child. 

Yes. Dad said if we live here in Cleveland, we won't have anything, so he wrote to 
Uncle Martin Surovy in Madera. We didn't even have money for the train ticket. 
He told Uncle Surovy, "ifyou send me money for the ticket I'll come backand work 
in the mines". He sent us the money, and it got lost in the mail. We waited for 2 
months, and I told him he better write to them, maybe they didn't get the letter. 
He hated to write, because he thought he didn't want to send anything. So, he 
finally wrote, and they said they sent the money. So, we finally scraped enough 
for the tickets. When we got to Madera, Uncle Steve had a double house. We 
lived in one side and Uncle Steve in the other. Then he got a job in the mine. Joe 
was born right in Steve's house. 

How long after you were married was Joe born? 

11 months. So, we had a baby right away. 

How did you get along during your pregnancy? 

I was so dumb; I didn't know what to do. I swelled all over, my legs even my 
face. 

You had preeclampsia. [High blood pressure, high levels of protein in the urine, 
and fluid retention] How did you get through your labor? 

We didn't know a good doctor, so we called a mid-wife. Aunt Susie Kitko got a mid¬ 
wife. When the mid-wife came and examined me, I fainted. Then they called 
both doctors in town. After the baby was born the doctor gave Joe six days to live 
and he didn't think Joe would pull through. I was unconscious for three days. The 
priest came to the house to baptize the baby. Mother came to live with us from 
Cleveland and she met the priest and he came to baptize the baby. After the 
priest baptized the baby he told my Mother he thought I would be all right, but he 
gave me the last rites. 
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What did you have to eat during those 3 days? 

Joe was an instrument baby and was not expected to live. 

Who took care of the baby, when you were so sick? 

My sister Verna Janosik took care of him. 

What did Dad do when you were so sick? 

I could hear them when I was unconscious. It was funny, just like you were half 
dead. 

So, you were semi-comatose. What did Dad do during this time? 

I heard him crying. I don't think he was working for those 3 days. When I came to, 
I said I didn't want Dad around and for them to take the baby. He started crying 
and said, "I never did anything to her why does she hate me?" I was still under and 
not fully conscious. I was alright when I was fully conscious. I was in bed for 
about a week after I had the baby. 

Did you have any problem with the other children at birth? 

No, just Joe. 

What did Dad do when you were having the babies? 

He did not want to be around. My Mother stayed with me. I only had the Doctor 
with Joe and Patty; the rest were with a mid-wife or a doctor that came to the 
house. Joe weighed 9 pounds. I only weighed about 98 lbs. when Joe was born. 

They had to take the baby because you had toxemia and went into convulsions? 

I never went for checkup because they didn't have checkups in those days, and 
they didn't know that I had high blood pressure. I never went to the doctor until 
about my 7th month. Patty was the only one that I had a doctor for during my 
pregnancy. 

When you had the children by yourself how did you tie the cord? 

My Mother did, she was a Mid-wife in Slovakia. She helped deliver the babies 
through Albert. After Albert was born mother was getting up in age, so we called 
a doctor, and I had a doctor from Wendell down, and Patty was the only one born 
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in a hospital. I nursed all the babies, but Patty. 

Did you have any toys when you were little? 

Yes, my brother made me a doll for Xmas, from wood. We used to wrap walnuts 
for decorations on the tree, in gold and silver papers. My two brothers that stayed 
in Czech. Daniel Durica. 

There were two Daniels weren't there? Tell us about the Daniels? 

Well my Mother had two boys before she got married. She belonged to the Greek 
Catholic Church and when the girl gets pregnant before marriage the priest picks 
the name for the baby. The godfather and godmother for the second son didn't 
tell the priest that her first son was named Daniel, so he baptized the second son 
Daniel also. We used to call them young Daniel and Old Daniel. My oldest 
brother Daniel just died about 4 years ago. 

What was Dad's family before it was Panak? 

They had 2 names Panak-Boris. I don't know why. 

How old was Dad when he came to America? 

16, He came in 1906. My brother Steve, Paul and my father came in 1908. 

Then we came with Mother in 1909. 

Why did Dad come over here? 

Well his father was over here twice, and he gave him the money. When he came 
back to Slovakia. Steve wanted to come to America and his father said no. So, he 
went to his mother and interceded, and he let him come. So, when he came he 
stayed. He did not want to go back. 

Where did his Father work when he was here? 

He worked in the mines and the brickyards. Your Dad worked in brickyards and 
other places before he went into the mines. His Dad went back and forth a 
couple of times. 

Where did the other Panaks come from—George, Mary, Joe? 

They were his cousin's children. His cousin was John Panak and his mother was 
Dad's aunt or Dad's father's sister's children. Dad's aunt was married, and 
something happened to her husband and she had one son John. They said he was 
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mentally ill, so she raised her son, and she stayed with Dad's family. So, Dad and 
his cousin John were raised together. His cousin John was already in America and 
when your Dad came to America he came to stay with John, his cousin. He was 
living in New York someplace and from New York they went to brickyards and then 
to the mines. When your Dad went to the mines his Aunt was living there in 
Madera. Aunt Surovy was his mother's sister. So, he stayed with Aunt Surovy. 
After he worked in the mines for a while, he got tired of the mines and went to 
Cleveland. 

So Surovy is not from your side, she's from Dad's side. What other relatives does 
Dad have in this country? 

That's all he had. 

What about the relatives of yours in Connecticut? 

Oh, that's George that made trouble with my sister Katie. We went to see him. He 
had 6 children. They're both dead now. Joe Kitko came from the Air Force and 
he ask me if I wanted to go see your brother George in Connecticut. So me and 
Susie, Joe, Steve and Dad went to Bridgeport, Connecticut. Joe went to city hall to 
find out where he lived. We got there early in the morning, and when he saw 
me he started crying. He felt bad because of the way he treated Katie. He was 
getting old already, close to 60 and he was sorry. He was glad that we went to see 
him. That was the last time I saw him. After he died his son came to Ohio to visit 
me. His son Joseph. 

When did you start farming? 

About 45 years ago. During the War the mines had high employment, and after 
the was the mines started to slacken. Dad only worked about two or three days a 
week, so we didn't want to spend all the money we saved, so we decided that we 
would go and buy a farm or something. So, he came to Ohio twice to look around, 
around 1928. We already had seven children. [Joe, Ann, Agnes, Frank, Matt, Philip, 
and Albert] 

Where did you find the farm? 

We found a farm in Williamsfield, Ohio close to Kinsman. We bought it from the 
Federal Land Bank. No cattle, no tools or nothing. The farm only had sick chickens. 
We paid $3,000 down. Uncle Steve lent us some money, because Steve [Dad?] 
helped him when he bought his farm. He paid us off with cattle. He gave us some 
old cattle and we bought some horses. Old man Fitch in Kinsman helped us. He 
would come and plow for us with his horses. All the neighbors would come and 
help us. It was real good. The neighbor Cole, he didn't want to give us any tools. 
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so Fitch would come with his equipment and plow my garden, then he sold us a 
pair of horses on payment. We had six cows and we were sending to the creamery. 

What all did you raise? 

We raised wheat, oats, hay, corn, potatoes. The next year we got a Ford 
tractor. We bought our machinery piece by piece. 

Did the children help out? 

Yes, Joe was 12. Fie would help with the horses. I helped with haying. 

Did you have any accidents? 

Yes, one time the pitchfork hit me in the head, and once the wagon upset on me. 
The hay covered me up, but I crawled out from under. 

Did you like living on the farm? 

I didn't like the mines, because he was always getting hurt. 

Did you have a car? 

We had a Buick touring car. It was about $1,600. A brand new one. 

Oh, you were in the money. 

Well we made pretty good money in the mines. But we paid everything on the 
farm. Then we lost everything during the depression. 

Flow much money did you have paid on the farm when the depression hit? 

We stayed eight years on the farm. We paid $600 a year. [$4,800] 

You should have it paid off. 

Sometimes we couldn't pay only interest. 

Then why did you move? 

We couldn't make the payments, because we couldn't sell anything. 

Flow much did you have left to pay when your lost it? You lost the whole 
investment, $10,000? 
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Yes. We were allowed to keep our tools and cattle. We stayed there as long as 
they let us until someone bought the farm. Then we got a job with Braden. He was 
the Lt. Governor of Ohio. He was looking for someone to run the farms he had 
in Kinsman. We were 50/50 sharecroppers. He came over and look at our cattle 
and machinery. He said if we wanted the farms, they were ours. 

How many acres did you have? 

There were 400 acres. Joe farmed one and we farmed the other. There were two 
houses, so they rented one house and we lived in the other one. 

Where did Dad learn how to farm? 

He knew some from Slovakia, and other farmers helped him. 

Did Dad like farming? 

Yes, we stayed on the farm for 19 years. 

Who was born there first? 

Joan, Irene was born in Williamsfield. 

Were you happy there? 

Yea, we have enough to eat. We paid half and Braden paid half, even electric and 
other expenses. We made about $6,000 a year after expenses for cattle feed, etc. 
Then we had to buy clothing and food for the family. We didn't save hardly 
anything. 

Then Joe enlisted in the Merchant Marines during the Second World War. They 
were going to take Matt to the Army, he was drafted. Joe went to the draft 
board and told them he would like to go in his place and let Matt run the farm. So, 
they said okay. Joe wanted to go because he was older. 

How old was he when he went? 

Oh, I don't know, he was over 20. He went in and he studied nine months and he 
went over on the ship. He called me and said he was on an oil tanker. When 
he was on leave from the oil tanker he met Josephine. He called and said he 
wanted his leave extended and he would take the next oil tanker. It was a good 
thing because that oil tanking was sunk. The captain and 11 men were lost. 
When it came over the radio, he got so white [ashen]. 
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He meet Josephine and he wanted to stay longer? 

Yes, he wanted to stay a couple days more. 

Well, was Dad happily about having 6 girls or did he want boys? 

He never said. 

Did you want a big family? 

No, but when I had them I accepted them. I only wanted four. My mother had 
9 and I had 14. They didn't have birth control in them [those] days and the doctor 
did not want to discuss it. 

Did you ever get depressed because you had so many children? 

No. I never had time to get depressed. 

What was your routine day like? 

I got up about 5:00 or 6:00 in the morning get everyone ready for school. They had 
to walk in Pennsylvania. It was about a five-mile walk. In the winter when it 
would snow, Joe would walk through the snow, covered with snow, hair frozen 
and crying. They didn't have buses in them [those] days. Joe went to the same 
school that I went to when I came from Slovakia. 

What grade in school did you start in when you came to America? 

First grade. I was 9 years old. The teacher passed me twice a year. I only had to 
go to 7th grade. I was 13 when I finished. After school I went to work. I made 
$1.50 per week. 

If you got up at 5 o'clock what did you do all day? 

I had enough to do. I canned most of our food—vegetables, meats, fruits. We 
had a large garden. 

Were you ever sick? 

No, I never got sick. And when I had a baby, I was up after three or four days and 
started working again. [I remember her being sick with colds—probably the flu, 
too—but she kept working.] 
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Did you like living on the farm? 

It was all right. I didn't like the mines. When we lived in Madera and worked in the 
mines, the [???] had a farm and we lived on it while Dad worked in the mines. Dad 
was a stable [mules] boss for the mines. He had to harness the mules and he 
hauled the crops for the mines. He never actually worked inside the mines. 
When the mines went down [economy] and people started leaving the mines, I 
didn't want to stay in the mines anymore. I had enough of the woods, we didn't 
have neighbors or anything. 

How did you get to Ohio? 

Uncle Steve has here. He had a farm in Greene, Ohio [Ten miles from Kinsman, 
Ohio], He lost it also during the depression. He worked on WPA for a while, 
then he rented a farm for a while, then when his Son David got killed [in the war] 
he bought the farm. With David's back pay and insurance, he had enough to pay 
for the farm. 

How did you become a citizen> 

Dad got his naturalization papers in Pennsylvania and I automatically became a 
citizen. Each individual has [had] to get his own papers, [check tape, something 
is garbled.] 

When did you first vote? 

When I came to Ohio. It was funny, Mr. Cole would tell us who to vote for and 
when we got in the booth we voted for who we wanted to. We never told him 
though. We didn't want anybody telling us how to vote. He wanted us to vote 
Republican and we wanted to vote Democratic. 

How did Uncle Steve become a Democrat? 

Oh, when General Eisenhower became President he became a Republican. Uncle 
Steve couldn't read or write, but he could sign his name. His wife Aunt Susie 
wanted him to learn how to read and write, but he refused, so she did teach him 
how to write his name. [Aunt Susie was very smart and made sure her children 
were educated.] 

Dad never was in the war? 

No, but he was accepted by the draft for the First World War but did not go 
because he worked in the mines. He was exempted and carried a button on his 
coat. He was about 27 years old. He wanted to go. After the War, one of his 
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brothers wrote and said that they thought that Dad would be in Czechoslovakia., 
because a lot of the Americans of Slovak descent went to Czechoslovakia. 

Rosalee: Were all the Slovaks in one group? 

Mary: Yes. They had Slovak legions. The second WW he was too old. 

Rosalee: How long did it take to get naturalization papers? 

Mary: You had to be here five years. I didn't have a birth record, so the oldest child 

had to go with me, when I applied for social security. Ann did not have a birth 
record, because when she was born we didn't have a doctor and we didn't 
register her at the court house. Rosalee and Patty [were] baptized in Jefferson, 
Ohio, the rest were baptized in Orwell, Ohio. Albert was baptized in Greenville 
Pennsylvania. He didn't like it [???]. 

Rosalee: Who was the oldest when you came to this country? 

Mary: Mother was the oldest. Katie was older than me. I was 9 and Andy was 4 going 

on 5 [Andy was 5 1/2]. 

Rosalee: How old was your Mother? 

Mary: Oh, about 45. 

Rosalee: Well, what about your Father? He was here already. 

Mary: He came three years before us. I had all the brothers. Each brother sent for the 

other brother. 

1 After many years Rosalie changed her name from Rosalie to Rosalee because that is on her birth certificate. 
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